ALLEGHANY COUNTY WATER AND SEWER COMMISSION

THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2011

MINUTES

The regular meeting of the Alleghany County Water and Sewer Commission meeting was held Thursday, July 14, 2011 @ 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room A of the Alleghany County Governmental Complex, 9212 Winterberry Ave., Covington, Virginia.

Present:

Members:

Mr. Joseph Whalen, Chairman







Ms. Jewel Moore, Vice Chairman







Mr. Jackie Smith








Mr. Jack Kimberlin







Mr. Kenneth Yeagley

Mr. Richard Fridley

Present:

Others:


Mr. Chris Clark, Public Works Director

Ms. Suzie Layman, Secretary

The Chairman, Mr. Joseph Whalen, called the Alleghany County Water and Sewer Commission meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion by Mr. Kimberlin and seconded by Mr. Fridley, the minutes of June 2, 2011 Water and Sewer Commission were unanimously approved.

PUBLIC COMMENT

James Birchfield
Mr. and Mrs. Birchfield attended the Commission meeting to request an adjustment on their bill. 
143,100 gallons went through the meter at the residence.  Mr. Birchfield explained that he moved into the residence in 2003 and was unaware that the water runs into the house and through a compression tank into a well. 

Mr. Smith clarified that Mr. Birchfield was not disputing the water that actually went through the County’s meter, but instead the use of the water.

Mrs. Birchfield stated that they were unaware of any excessive usage because the ground was not damp.  Mr. Birchfield requested an adjustment on all overage.

Mrs. Moore questioned the use of a well.  It was noted that Alleghany County water customers cannot have a well connection.

Mrs. Birchfield acknowledged that the well should have been bypassed but at the time of purchase, they were unaware of whether the well was connected to their home.  She also pointed out that the County had been working in their area two weeks prior to the leak.  Mr. Birchfield informed the Commission that the ditch in front of their house had been wet, but the actual leak occurred under the house.  The County employee who notified the Birchfields of the high consumption told them that they should be able to hear the leak.  Neither heard water running.
Mr. Smith asked if Alleghany County had notified them of the high consumption.

Mr. Clark informed the Commission that Mr. Wright had spoken with the customer when he read the meters in their area.

Mr. Birchfield asked for a system that will shut down the water consumption after a specified amount, for example 20,000 gallons, to save customers from major leaks and water bills.

Mr. Clark stated that at the time, there is no system to support that requirement and would be too expensive to install.

Mr. Whalen encouraged Mr. Birchfield to make a request to the Board of Supervisors for the adjustment.  He explained that due to the circumstances, the Water and Sewer Commission could not authorize an adjustment.

Mr. Smith added that the Commission could arrange a payment plan.

Mrs. Birchfield replied that they were not interested in a payment arrangement at this time and would like to talk to the Board of Supervisors.
NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business to discuss.
OLD BUSINESS

Dolly Ann Waterline Project
A pre-bid meeting was held in the board room on July 12, 2011.  There were ten contractors present.  Bids are due July 28, 2011.  Work is scheduled to begin toward the end of August.

Low Moor Tank 
The painting of the Low Moor tank is completed.  Mr. Clark noted that the tank was finished 60 days ahead of schedule and has a 50 year coating.

Mr. Smith asked how the 50 year coating compared to the 20 year.

Mr. Clark explained that an additional $12,000.00 was spent on the 50 year coating.

Total cost for the project was approximately $140,000.00.

Mr. Kimberlin asked about the sediment in the tank.

Mr. Clark explained that the tank had not been opened in 30 years and crews shoveled 47 tons of sediment from the tank.

Wesgate
The Wegate project is complete.  Crews will be in the area for “dress up” work.  Customers will not have increased pressure, but pressure has been stabilized.
Mr. Yeagley asked Mr. Clark if there is adequate flow to the fire hydrants.

Mr. Clark assured the Commission that the fire hydrants had been tested and have adequate flow.
OTHER ITEMS

There were no other items to discuss.
ADJOURN

With no further business brought before the commission, on a motion by Mr. Yeagley and seconded by Mr. Smith, the Alleghany County Water and Sewer Commission meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Layman

Secretary to the Commission 
